
Jam Lessons January 3rd
Making Meaning Thinking Routine



Making Meaning
A routine for constructing collective 

meaning of words, ideas, concepts, or 
events.
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The Power of Making Thinking Visible online course, July 2020



Making Meaning T. Routine
❏ Taking turns, each person responds to the chosen focus 
with a single word. Each person’s word must be unique so that 
it adds to the collective meaning.
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Making Meaning T. Routine
❏ Taking turns, each person responds to the chosen focus 
with a single word. Each person’s word must be unique so that 
it adds to the collective meaning.
❏ Each person adds on to someone else’s word with an 
additional word or phrase so as to elaborate in some way.
❏ Each person records a question that arises about the topic 
of focus based on what is emerging.
❏ Based on the group’s “Making Meaning discussion” on 
chart paper, each individual now writes their own definition of 
the word, topic, concept, or event being explored.
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Click Join to be 
directed to your 
breakout room

When time is out you 
will be automatically 
redirected to main 
session
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Questions:

What shapes you as a person?

Can you actually be yourself all the time?

Is family part of our identity?

Do experiences from hard moments can make us better persons?

Who am I?

Does culture have an impact on the way we behave?

What about any fate? Will I change my personality forced by life?

Does life mean something if you don’t go through experiences?

Why do people feel oppressed by society?

Do we actually choose who we want to be or do we arrive in some way 
rain-washed y a system to behave in a certain way?
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Some of the definitions they came up with:

Identity is often defined by our childhood and family perspectives, 
and it is what makes us differ from one another

identity is a construction that each person makes throughout his life, 
and which defines us as a person

Identity: characteristics that make a person different from others

Identity is what we build during our whole life, it’s what defines us, 
and what makes us be who and how we are.

Identity is who we are as individuals or as groups of people. 
Nevertheless it cannot be described in a paragraph or a sentence, 
because it entails so much aspects such as looks, experiences, 
taste, culture, values, personality, opinions, lifestyle, etc;  the list is 
never-ending. What’s more, different people perceive us in different 
ways, and interestingly enough, these different perspectives of 
ourselves also take part in making up who we are.

Identity is something that you create/find within yourself, while going 
through different experiences in life 13



NDA
This routine emphasizes the importance 
of careful observation and close looking 

as the basis for thinking and 
interpretation
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